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DEACON MINISTRY
Scriptures Dealing with Conflict

Acts 10:9 to 11:18

°And on the next day, as they were on their way, and approaching the city, Peter went
up on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray. And he became hungry, and was
desiring to eat; but while they were making preparations, he fell into a trance; and he
beheld the sky opened up, and a certain object like a great sheet coming down, lowered
by four corners to the ground, and there were in it all kinds of four-footed animals and
crawling creatures of the earth and birds of the air.

And a voice came to him, “Arise, Peter, kill and eat!” But Peter said, “By no means,
Lord, for | have never eaten anything unholy and unclean.”

">And again a voice came to him a second time, “What God has cleansed, no longer
consider unholy.” And this happened three times; and immediately the object was taken
up into the sky. Now while Peter was greatly perplexed in mind as to what the vision
which he had seen might be, behold, the men who had been sent by Cornelius, having
asked directions for Simon’s house, appeared at the gate; and calling out, they were
asking whether Simon, who was also called Peter, was staying there.

"And while Peter was reflecting on the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold three men
are looking for you. But arise, go downstairs, and accompany them without misgivings;
for | have sent them Myself.” And Peter went down to the men and said, “Behold, | am
the one you are looking for; what is the reason for which you have come?”

“2And they said, Cornelius, a centurion, a righteous and God-fearing man well spoken of
by the entire nations of the Jews, was divinely directed by a holy angel to send for you
to come to his house and hear a message from you.” and so he invited them in and
gave them lodging. And on the next day he arose and went away with them, and some
of the brethren from Joppa accompanied him.

#And on the following day he entered Caesarea. Now Cornelius was waiting for them,
and had called together his relatives and close friends. And when it came about that
Peter entered, Cornelius met him, and fell at his feet and worshiped him.

“But Peter raised him up, saying, “Stand up; | too am just a man.” And as he talked
with him, he entered, and found many people assembled. And he said to them, “You
yourselves know how unlawful it is for a man who is a Jew to associate with a foreigner
or to visit him; and yet God has shown me that | should not call any man unholy or
unclean. That is why | came without even raising any objection when | was sent for. And
so | ask for what reason you have sent for me.”
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%And Cornelius said, “Four days ago to this hour, | was praying in my house during the ninth hour; and
behold, a man stood before me in shining garments, and he said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer as been heard and
your alms have been remembered before God. Send therefore to Joppa and invite Simon the tanner by the
sea.” And so | sent to you immediately, and you have been kind enough to come. Now then, we are all here
present before God to hear all that you have been commanded by the Lord.”

*And opening his mouth, Peter said: “I most certainly understand now that God is not one to show partiality,
but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right, is welcome to Him. The word which He
sent to the sons of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ (He is Lord of all) - you yourselves know
the thing which took place throughout all Judea, starting from Galilee, after the baptism which John
proclaimed. You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and
how He went about doing good, and healing all who were oppressed by the devil; for God was with Him.
And we are witnesses of all the things He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem. and they also
put Him to death by hanging Him on a cross.

“0God raised Him up on the third day, and granted that He should become visible, not to all the people, but
to witnesses who were chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us, who ate and drank with Him after He arose
from the dead. And He ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify that this is the One who
has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead. Of Him all the prophets bear witness that
through His name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins.”

*“While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were listening to the
message. And all the circumcised believers who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the
Holy Spirit had been poured out upon the Gentiles also. For they were hearing them speaking with tongues
and exalting God.

*"Then Peter answered, “Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who have received the
Holy Spirit just as we did, can he?” And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then
they asked him to stay on for a few days.

"1 Now the apostles and the brethren who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had
received the word of God. And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, those who were circumcised took issue
with him, saying, “You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them” But Peter began speaking and
proceeded to explain to them in orderly sequence, saying, “| was in the city of Joppa praying; and a trance |
saw a vision, a certain object coming down like a great sheet lowered by four corners from the sky; and it
came



DEACON MINISTRY
Scriptures Dealing with Conflict

right down to me, and when | had fixed my gaze upon it and was observing it | saw the four-footed animals
of the earth and the wild beasts and the crawling creatures and the birds of the air. And | also heard a voice
saying to me, ‘Arise, Peter; kill and eat.’ But | said, ‘By no means, Lord, for nothing unholy or unclean has
ever entered my mouth. But a voice from heaven answered a second time, ‘What God has cleansed, no
longer consider unholy.’

'®And this happened three times, and everything was drawn back up into the sky. And behold, at that
moment three men appeared before the house in which we were staying, having been sent to me from
Caesarea. And the Spirit told me to go with them without misgivings. And these six brethren also went with
me, and we entered the man’s house, and saying, ‘Send to Joppa, and have Simon, who is also called
Peter, brought here; and he shall speak words to you by which you will be saved, you and all your
household.’

*And as | began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, just as He did upon us at the beginning. And |
remembered the word of the Lord, how he used to say, ‘John baptized with water, but you shall be baptized
with the Holy Spirit.” If God therefore gave to them the same gift as he gave to us also after believing in the
Lord Jesus Christ, who was | that | could stand in God’s way?” and when they heard this, they quieted
down, and glorified God, saying, “Well then, God has granted to the Gentiles also the repentance that leads
to life.”

Acts 15:1-35

'And some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, “Unless you are circumcised
according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” And when Paul and Barnabas had great
dissension and debate with them, the brethren determined that Paul and Barnabas and certain others of
them should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders concerning this issue. Therefore, being sent on
their way by the church, they were passing through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the
conversion of the gentiles, and were bringing great joy to all the brethren.

*And when they arrived at Jerusalem, they were received by the church and the apostles and the elders,
and they reported all that God had done with them. But certain ones of the sect of the Pharisees who had
believed, stood up, saying, “It is necessary to circumcise them, and to direct them to observe the Law of
Moses.” And the apostles and the elders came together to look into this matter. And after there had been
much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “Brethren, you know that in the early days God made a
choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe. And
God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he also did to us; and
He made no distinction between us and them, cleansing their hearts by faith.
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'""Now therefore why do you put God to the test by placing upon the neck of the disciples a yoke which
neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear? But we believe that we are saved through the grace of
the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they also are.” And all the multitude kept silent, and they were listening
to Barnabas and Paul as they were relating what signs and wonders God had done through them among
the Gentiles. And after they had stopped speaking, James answered, saying, “Brethren, listen to me.
Simeon has related how God first concerned Himself about talking from among the Gentiles a people for
His name. And with this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written,

"% After these thing | will return and | will rebuild the tabernacle of David which has fallen, and | will rebuild
its ruins, and | will restore it, in order that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who
are called by my name.’ says the Lord, who makes these things known from of old.” Therefore it is my
judgment that we do not trouble those who are turning to God from among the Gentiles, but that we write to
them that they abstain from things contaminated by idols and from fornication and from what is strangled
and from blood. For Moses from ancient generations has in every city those who preach him, since he is
read in the synagogues every Sabbath.

*Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church. to choose men from among
them to send to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas — Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men
among the brethren, and they sent this letter by them, “The apostles and the brethren who are elders, to
the brethren in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia who are from the Gentiles, greetings. Since we have heard
that some of our number to whom we gave no instruction have disturbed you with their words, unsettling
your souls, it seemed good to us, having become of one mind, to select men to send to you with our
beloved Barnabas and Paul, men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Therefore we have sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will also report the same things by word of
mouth.

®For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay upon you no greater burden than these essentials:
that you abstain from things sacrificed to idols and from blood and from things strangled and from
fornication; if you keep yourselves free from such things, you will do well. Farewell.” So, when they were
sent away, they went down to Antioch; and having gathered the congregation together, they delivered the
letter. And when they had read it, they rejoiced because of its encouragement. And Judas and Silas, also
being prophets themselves, encouraged and strengthened the brethren with a lengthy message. And after
they had spent time there, they were sent away from the brethren in peace to those who had sent them out.
(But it seemed good to Silas to remain there.) But Paul and Barnabas stayed in Antioch, teaching and
preaching, with many others also, the word of the Lord.
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1 Corinthians 1:10-12

Now | exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree, and there
be no divisions among you, but you be made complete in the same mind and in the judgment. For | have
been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s people, that there are quarrels among you.
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